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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

25X1

1. The Bulgarian Army has recently undergone & complete reorganization and rew
equipping program. IThe former armored brigades, patterned after the German
Panger - units, have not existed as such 8ince 9 September 1944, However,
the changes in tables of organization and equipment have been accelerated
13t81y«»

2, Under the present plans of the Bulgarian General Staff an armored division
or unit is to be assigned to each of the four existing ermies in Bulgaria.
This has been partially accompl ished and the following are the organized
units to date:

8. 1 Armored Division was assigned to First Army in Sofia. The entire
division is housed at the former reserve officers school in Gorna Banys.,

be 2 Armored Brigade was assigned to Second Army at Plovdiv. This brigade
is composed of two full-strength tank battalions,, one of which is located
in Plovdiv and the other in Kazenluk, The workshop and ordnance battalion,
the anti-tank, anti-aircraft, and other component units are located in
Karlovo. They are in skeleton form only.

Go 3 Armored Brigade was asgigned to Third Army in Sliven, At the present
time it consists of only one tank battalion.

3. The 4 Armored Brigade which will be formed and assigned to Fourth Army in
Fleven hags not been activated and estimations are that it will not be activated
until May 1951,

4, The tank school at Botevgrad furnishes the units with gunners, drivers, and
tank commenders. This school is Presently housed in barracks forimerly used
by & battelion of 25 Infentry Regiment.

5. The chief of armored troops has his headquarters in Sofia, He hends a 25X1
seperate staff within the army which is now designated as the Staff for
Armored Troops.
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The composition of the present armored division is as follows:

a., Divisional staff = This staff comprises the steff officers assigned to
The divisionel commander, as well as the ususl headquerters units. There
iz a motoriszed anti-sireraft unit composed of six vehicles on which 12,7
mn, machine guns sre mounted, There is also an anti~tank unit composed
of 12 ZI5 trucks on which 60 mm, anti~tank guns are mounted.

b, Two armored brigades = Composed of two tenk battelions., These batitalions
have between 48 end 80 tanks each. :

¢, Reconnaissance squadron = This squadron is oomposed of 50 Broniford (sie)
oars.

d. Asseult enginesr battalion (Piorerno Shtowmova Drouzhim) = Composed of
Two combat engineer companies armed with Schmeizser machine pistols.
There iz also @ pontoon company within the bettalion which carries one
ocompl ete Bectional bridge. There is no indicatien that mine laying or
mine detector troops will be assigned to this battalion.

e, Divisional hoagital = About the size of a company and completely
rized 8 18 the only unit in the Bulgarian Army thet hes -

compl etely motorized mmbulances,

f. Communications ¢ - Composed of two sections: the field telephone
Section and the us‘io section, The radio section has five Lorenz sets
on motor vehicles,

go Supply battalion - Completely motorized and has an unknown number of
ZTE gasoline trucks.

h, Ordnance com = Hes an engineer officer in command and maintains a
Work end repa;r shop, At the present time 1l Armored Division has about

fifteen Germsn retriever tarks (12 ton Buessing) which tow the broken
dowm tenks to the ordnance shop., They have & total of three tank
recovery trucks (18 ton Famo).

The armored battalion is broken down as follows:

a, Four tank companies « With 12 to 16 tarks esch, Pach tank compeny has
Three tank pl'.t!:aioonu of four or five tenks each, Eech platoon in turn is

sub=divided into two sections.

b, Onince platoon = Furnishes first echelen maintenance only. This
platoon does not ocarry spare parts.

Co WOMZ) « This company maintains the kitchens for ell the
roops ttalion, It furnishes the vehicles to carry food down to

the company. There is a medical detachment within this company composed
of one doctor snd several aid men (including the Soviet type "Felchers").

At the present time there sre 450 tarks in the Bulgerian Army, All tanke
are Type Tw34 which the Soviets have furnished over the past two years.

Some of the defects of the T=34 are: the guns are hard to swerve {rom one
position to mnother because they are hand-operated; th: turrets become

stuck on the cog track, and because they are manually operated and very heavy,
they are extremely hard to repair. Observetion from within the tank is
extremely poor. The armored troops are presently undergoing special training
in observation in order to partially ractify this defect. The T=34 is
especislly blind to the rear between the turret and the exhsust. (If a
soldier is near emough he can place & magnetic mine in this vulnerable spot,).
Moat of the T=34 tanks presently in the Bulgarian Army are old reconditioned
Soviet tanks.

Pach tank is supposed to be equipped with & Soviet-made 10 watt radio. They
are very poor in quality end frequently trensmission is impossible and
reception extremely poor. At present sll tenks have receivers, but trans=
mitters have been placed only in the personel t.anka ofr the compa:v a.nd
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battalion commenders. The soldiers find that the old German Telefunken
radios were far superior to the new Soviet ones. Hach tank has & crew of
from four to five men. The commanding officers of battalions end compenies
have in additiom to their tanks & porsoml jJeep, of Soviet manufacture,
assigned to them,

10, The commender of armored troops is now Gemersl Peicho Peichev. Formerly
a reserve officor trainee (Feldvebel-Shkolnik), he wes subsequently semt
to the USSR for two years of study in the Soviet tank school. He formerly
commended 1 Armored Division. The present commander of 1 Armored Division is
Major General Ganev whose previous positions had been Commanding Generel of
1 Infantry Division and Deputy Commender of Third Army. The 1 Brigade of
1 Divislion is commended by Colonel Stoyanov who is 27 yeers old and a former
partisan, Captain Zeheriev, presently commander of one of 1 Division
battalions, is believed to be the only old line regular ermy officer of
company grade in the division. The commending officer of the ordnence
company is Major Nachko Pouskov who is spn old and well~trained engineer
officer, The chlef of the ordnance workshop is Captain Todor Penchev.

11, All the vehicles in the armored division ere ZIS and Molotov types, and
8ll are naw. The 1 Armored Division with few excoptions is now completely
equipped with vehicles called for in the teble of equipment.

12, The mein reilroad station for First Army supplies is on the spur line that
extends to the rear of Seminery Hill in Sofia. During November and December
1950, 50 armored cars, 20 tenks, and an unknown quantity of enti-tank guns,
artillery guns, and heavy machine guns Were unloaded at this station.
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